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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

Applicants elect Group I (claims 1 to 7) in response to the Restriction 
Requirement of December 9, 2004. Applicants traverse the restriction requirement to the extent 
of requesting that the non-elected Groups II and HI be retained for possible reinstatement if 
elected claims are found allowable. 

Applicants further elect species I. Claims 1-3 read upon the elected species. 
Claim 1 is generic. While Applicants are not conceding an absence of patentable distinction 
among the species, Applicants respectfully suggest that the subject matter of the non-elected 
species that of the elected species have a sufficiently close relationship that examination of the 
non-elected species would not represent an undue burden in the present application. 
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An early and favorable action on the merits is requested. 
Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 13-2725. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, MM 55402-0903 

Dated: January 10, 2005 
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